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MIT Press Ltd, United States, 2004. Hardback. Book Condition: New. New.. 234 x 163 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book. The leaders of European Union member states have declared that a European constitution
should take a clear, open, eEective, democratically controlled Community approach. Their goal -- that within
the Union, European institutions should be brought closer to its citizens -- raises many questions about
implementation. What is the most effective procedure for connecting citizens preferences to political action and
policy choices at the EU level? The contributors to this CESifo volume, internationally prominent economists
and other scholars, address the major issues that arise in the writing of a constitution. They do so with the
underlying assumption that individuals are rational actors and the goal of the state is to advance their
collective interests. The ten chapters consider such topics as how a constitution might be designed to prevent
military conflict, whether the EU will evolve by default into a federal state, the apparent contradiction between
the evolutionary development of the EU and the static structure of the constitution, the definition of citizenship
and rights, the division and distribution of power, the budgetary deadlock on the provision of public goods and
the redistribution of resources, coordinating policy, alternative methods for choosing an EU president, and the
role of such direct democracy institutions as referenda and initiatives. The editors conclude by summing up the
main arguments advanced to offer a unified sapproach to these issues.
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