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further preface, | will now come to close quarters with Prometheus Unbound; and, asking you to bear in mind
what I have just said - that | deal only with its essential meaning or main outline and purport - | shall analyse
this meaning under five principal heads - 1, What is the Myth, or (as we might call it) the vertebrated skeleton, of
the Prometheus Unbound; 2, Who is Prometheus; 3, Who is Asia; 4, Who is Jupiter; 5, Who is Demogorgon. And 1,
as to the Myth. In debating the Myth of Prometheus Unbound, | shall leave entirely on one side the question as to
what is the primary Greek myth about Prometheus the son of lapetus. He must take care of himself: and
AEschylus, or any other poet or promulgator of that myth, must take care of himself. With Shelley alone, and
his creation the Prometheus Unbound, can | now be concerned. He voluntarily and determinately parted
company with AEschylus, saying in his preface that he was averse from a catastrophe so feeble as that of
reconciling the Champion with the Oppressor of mankind. The general myth of Prometheus Unbound is set
forth very definitely in a leading speech of Asia in Act 2. | will read it in extenso, and afterwards consider in
detail its terms and bearing. There was the Heaven and Earth at first, And Light and Love; then Saturn, from
whose throne Time fell, an envious shadow. Such the state Of the earth s primal spirits beneath his sway As the
calm joy of flowers and living leaves Before the...
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