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importance of nuclear power in the nation s energy policy. The Administration s FY2005 budget request includes
$35 million for a Department of Energy (DOE) effort to develop a new generation of commercial reactors and
$9 million for the Nuclear Hydrogen Initiative, a DOE program in which nuclear reactors would produce
hydrogen to fuel motor vehicles. Total funding for DOE s Office of Nuclear Energy, Science, and Technology
would be $412.6 million, about the same as the FY2004 level. The Housepassed Energy and Water Development
Appropriations bill for FY2005 (H.R. 4614, H.Rept. 108-554) would provide $463.8 million for the nuclear energy
office. A conference agreement reached November 17, 2003, on omnibus energy legislation (H.R. 6) would
provide tax credits for electricity generated by new nuclear power plants and authorize funding for a
demonstration reactor in Idaho to produce hydrogen. The conference agreement also would extend Price-
Anderson coverage for new commercial reactors and new DOE nuclear contracts through the end of 2023. The
House approved the conference report November .
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