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abstract: In May 2004, seven formerly Soviet satellite countries joined the European Union (EU). In 2007, the
enlargement process of the EU proceeded with another two former Soviet satellites, Romania and Bulgaria
becoming new members. Furthermore, the Ukrainian government, whose country shares a common border of
almost 1600 km with Russia, has commited itself to enhance political and economic reform processes. Its
strategic long-term goal is the accession to the EU. Although it is rather unlikely that accession talks with the
Ukraine will start in the near future, the course adopted by the government is obvious. Georgia, a former Soviet
republic as well, formulated back in 2003 its strategic long-term objective which is becoming a member of the
EU. The Eastern Enlargement in 2004 brought the EU at the doorstep to the Russian Federation. Although
having shared a common border with Russia since 1995 when Finland became a member of the EU, the
situation now is qualitatively different. Russia s former direct sphere of influence is now integrated within the
framework of the EU. Due to this relatively new situation of immediate neighbourhood without any ideologic
cutting line or cordon sanitairel, it is likely that new patterns concerning the Russia-EU relationship arise.
Particularly, the Russian perspective on the EU might change qualitatively, with the latter expanding to
territories that were just fifteen years ago under direct control of the Union of Socialist Soviet Republics (USSR).
This paper argues that Russia faces a dilemma concerning its relations with...
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