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abstract: This term paper deals with the representation of religion in general and especially the religious
development of the protagonist in the novel Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe. Therefore different phases of the
relationship to God and religion will be illustrated and compared with in the following elaborations. Moreover,
the role of religion within the Empire and the way it is represented in the medium of the novel is another aspect
that will be discussed. The importance of the role of religion in the novel is, as many other aspects as well and
the novel as a whole, not only considerable for the reader of Defoe s time, but is also valid nowadays and
therefore timeless. As Robinson Crusoe is told [ ] with a religious application of events to the uses to which wise
men always apply them, viz. to the instruction of others by this example, and to justify and honour the wisdom
of Providence in all the variety of our circumstances, let them happen how they will (Frick 1986: 109). By
creating the protagonist Robinson Crusoe, Defoe has managed to give the readership a character they can
easily identify with, because Crusoe awakens interest in his adventures by just being himself. But [ ] that interest
does not arise because Crusoe s life resembles those of his contemporaries, not because he is a typical private
man. Rather, his life is one of wonders unparalleled, variety without precedent (Richetti 1975: 24). The reason
why Crusoe s story is...
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