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.. of Athol, who afterwards, struck by the rapidity of their growth and the excellency of their timber, planted
thousands of acres with them. As a specimen of what is done in timber growing abroad, and the peculiar
capacity of the Larch for thriving on poor soils, we shall make some extracts from the account given of its
growth in Scotland, by Sir T. D. Lauder. Newtons Vitruvius, p. 4u. The late Duke of Athol planted large districts
with this tree, and thereby converted the heathy wastes into valuable forests; but this was not the whole of the
improvement he thus created. The Larch being a deciduous tree, sheds upon the earth so great a shower of
decayed spines every succeeding autumn, that the annual addition which is made to the soil cannot be less
than from a third of an inch to half an inch, according to the magnitude of the trees. This we have had
opportunities of proving by our remarks made on the surfaces of newly cleaned pleasure walks. The result of
planting a moor with Larches then, is, that when the trees have grown so much as to exclude the air and
moisture from the surface, the heath is soon exterminated; and the soil gradually increasing by the
decomposition of the leaflets annually thrown down by the Larches, grass begins to grow as the trees rise in
elevation, so as to allow greater freedom for the circulation of the air below, --and thus, land which was...
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