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key service platforms, ships, planes, and tanks are using more complex systems. System engineering will be an
in-creasingly important skill for both technical and non-technical posi-tions. anslation Tr and interpretation
skills and knowledge are increas-ingly important combat force multipliers and mission enhancers. Financial
assistance is always helpful when competing for the best and the brightest and in retaining them in our
workforce. There is some question as to whether financial incentives can fully ensure the quality of science and
engineering employees we seek. Often truly innovative scientists and engineers are driven by strong intellectual
curiosity rather than economics. In addition, we have found that the flexibility in hiring these scientists expedi-
tiously is equally important. With respect to language proficiency, we believe that a more co-ordinated
approach in providing financial assistance and career de-velopment would be very useful. There have been a
number of changes over the last several years. Prior to the year 2000, the military departments generated their
requirements for language and skill areas based upon two major theater war scenarios, largely focusing on
language and area tasks within the intelligence services. Requirements in special operations, foreign affairs,
and field units will now be incorporated. The Department of Defenses for-eign language program strategy is
changing the way we recruit, the list of languages that we train in, and the language task to be performed in
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