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the value of bees in coffee districts was raised at the annual meeting in 1911 of the United Planters Association
of Southern India, with particular reference to the effect on outturn of crop caused by the regular destruction
of these bees in certain districts (notably the Shevaroys), such destruction being alleged to cause the very
marked diminution in the number of bees which is perceptible in such districts. After some discussion, the
following resolution was proposed by the delegate for the Shevaroys and seconded by the Nilgiri delegate and
passed: That Government be asked through the United Planters Association of Southern India to pass some
rules prohibiting the destruction of bees in planting districts. 2. The object of this resolution was to prevent or
diminish the destruction of the bees themselves but not necessarily to place any impediments on the collection
of honey or bees-wax. What was asked for was that Government should enforce rules in the coffee-planting
districts to ensure that the bees themselves were not destroyed when their produce was taken. It was considered
by the planters that it should be possible to take honey and wax without destroying the bees and that the
present method of burning the bees off the combs was adopted simply as entailing the minimum amount of
trouble. 3. In reply to this request, instructions were issued by Government that the matter should be
investigated by the Entomologist. (See G.O. Mis. N0.2062, dated 11th July 1912, and addressed to the Secretary
of the United Planters Association.) 4. In order to determine as far as possible the actual importance of...
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