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Forgotten Books, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English .
Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Mr. Webster s Andover Address and His Political
Course While Secretary of State The writer of the remarks which follow was present at the mass meeting in
Andover, and heard the address which is designated by the inscription above. He has seen various criticisms in
the public journals on the performance in question. With some of these he agrees for substance in opinion,
while from others he feels himself obliged widely to dissent. In respect to those criticisms, (if they may be so
called), which exhibit merely the feelings of party violence and rancour, he has little or nothing to say; as they
are not founded on any sober inquiry into the merits of Mr. Webster s performance, much less on any
aesthetical principles of judgment and decision, they do not demand, for the present purposes of the writer of
these remarks, any distinctive notice or recognition. In what way, indeed, will any thinking and judicious man
undertake to refute mere railing accusations? Will he make use of argument? No argument, nor even
demonstration, would have any weight with the authors of such accusations. Their decisions proceed merely
from violence of feeling and party bitterness. How can this be controlled by argumentative criticism? The truth
is, that the greater a man s merits are who is opposed to their views, and the more distinguished his
performance is, the more do they rail, and the more severe is their sentence of condemnation. It would be a
hopeless task to oppose candid reasoning and fair argument to criticisms of this cast. One could only revile
again in return for reviling, an undertaking in which, on grounds of...
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